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faira. The time has come when share-
holders in the country which is produe-
ing the gold, and 1n many instances
sending the profits to London, should not
be run over roughshed at the will of Lon-
don directorz. The Bill makes it com-
pulsory for companies to have registered
offices for the transfer of shares, and to
that proposal [ give my strong support.
A large number of companies in Eng-
lnnd will, no doubt, object to the Bill,
but 1 do not see any ressonable ground
for their objection to a registered office
for the transfer of shares. Tle ques-
tion of expense has been raised, but that
is not a serious objection. The law com-
pels every London company to have a
legal representaiive, and, although I am
prepared to admit that the question of
the transier of shares is rather a difficult
one, as between this colony and London,
that is no good reason for objecting io
the Bill, in view of the fact that every
London company finds if necessary to
have a legal office in this country. The
objection raised on that ground, although
it may have gome weight in it, is more
than balanced by the decided advantages
of the Bill. I understand that Mr. Wad-
dington, who is connected with the Great
Boulder Mine, approves of this measure,
or raises no objection to it.

Tue Pusmier: He approves of the Bill.

Mir. MORGANS: I have much plea-
sure in supporting the Bill, and hope the
House will approve of it.

Mp. LYALL HALL (Perth): 1 have
much pleasure in supporting this Bill.
Sowe time ago, a very large deputation
commposed of sharebrokers and business
men generally, waited on the Minister of
Mines in reference to this subject. I can
asgure the House that this Bill will re-
ceive the approval of all the business rmen
of Perth, for it will enable dealings in
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not as a rule be obtained. This Bill wilt
do away with that evil, and enable the
would-be speculator to find out all he

. wants to know about different companies ;

!

stock to be carried on much more satis-

factorily

than at present, and enable °

would-be speculators to find out all about

companies, which they cannot do at the
present time. It will retain money in
the colony which is now spent outside.
Offices are now maintained in Adelaide,

in Sydney, and in London by different -

mining comnanies ; and although an at-
torney is generally appointed in Western
Australia, yet when information is sought
to be nbtained from that attorney, it can-

while the Government also will get the
benefit of registration fees, and the colony
will derive a benefit from the little extra
expense in the hire of offices and so forth,
which at present other countries get.

Mr. MORAN (in reply): I want the
Government to cunsider during the recess
—1I do not propose to put it in the Bill—
the question of charging stamp duty on
all transfers. At present, the colony gets
no benefit from the transfers of large in-
terests. I want the Government to con-
sider whether transfers ghould not be
made under the Stamp Act; this being
the law in other parts of the world. 1
do not say I will support such a proposal,
but T went the Government to consider
it

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.
until the next dag.

Legislutive @dounncrl,
Thursday, 13th October, 1898.

Paper presented—Joint Committee, (hhicvial
Receiver; Report presented—XReturn or-
dered : Land Divisions and Holdings
—Joint Committee: Refusal to Answer
Question (Mr Wainscot) ; consideration
in Committee—Coolgardie Water Supply
Construction Bill, in Committes, further
coneideration of new clauses (tribunal), re-
ported--Tnsect Pests Act Amendment Bill,
third reading—Streets Closure (Fremantle)
Hill, third reading—Goldfieids Act Amend-
ment Bill, second reading—Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o’elock, p.m.

TrAYER:.



Mr. H. Waingeol.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By Tue CoLox1aL SECRETARY: By-laws
of the Municipal Council of Claremont.
Ordered te lie on the table,

JOINT COMMITTEE: OFFICIAL RE-
CEIVER.

COMMITTEE'S REPORT,

Hon, R. 8. Havxes brought up the re-
port of the Joint Select Cominittee ap-
pointed to inquire into the administration
of the Official Receiver in Baokruptey.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed, with the evidence.

Ordered, that the report be considered
on the next Tuesday.

RETURN : LAND DIVISIONS AND
HOLDINGS,

Ordered, on the motion of the Hon.
C. E. DeupstER, for the Hox. . A.
Piessg, that a return be laid on thetable
of the House, showing the estimate.l
acreage of the various divisions of tue
colony, as described under Part II. of
the Land Bill now before the House:
such return to state the quantity held
in each division, in fee simple, condi-
tional purchase (including free farms),
rnd pastoral lease. The return o he
accompanied by a map showing the divi-
sions marked thereon.

JOINT COMMITTEE: REFUSAL ‘I'0
ANSWER QUESTION,

Tue (OLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) moved : —

That the report of the chairman of the Joint
Select Committee appointed to inguire dnto
the administration of the Bankruptcy Act and
the administration of affairs of companies in
liquidation, relating to the refusal of Mr. H.
Wainscot to give certain evidence hefore the
Committee, be now taken into consideration.

Question put and passed.

. IN COMMITTEE.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved :

That Hury Wainscot be summoned to ap-
pear at the bar of this House, at ita next sit-
ting, and the question put by the chairman
of the Joint Select Committee of both Houses
of Parliament to Mr, Harry Wainscot on the
8th October inst. be again put to him by
the Hon. the President.

Put and paseed.
Resolution reported, and report adop-
ied.
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| COOLGARDIE WATER SUPPLY CON-

STRUCTION BILL.
IN COMMITTEB.

Consideration resumed at new clauses.

New Clause—Torm of tribunal re coni-
pensation :

The Hox. R. 8. Hay~es had moved to
add & new clause, providing that the ;: e
posed tribunal should consist of three
judges of the Supreme Court; and the
Colonial Secretary had moved an amuenl-
ment, modifying the procedure.

The new clause and the amendwmdt
of it were now, by leave, withdrawn.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the following be added, ‘o stand
as clause B:—

Compensation shall be paid to any person
for ail demage sustained by him by reason of
the execution of the works or the exercise of
the powers authorised and conferred by this
Act, and such compensation unless settled by
agreement shall be assessed by three judges
of the Supreme Court, without o jury, in the
Full Court, with the same power to receive
evidence on oath and hear and decide such
claims for compensation as a judge of the
Supreme Court sitting without a jury in civil
cases in nisi prius, and subject to such mode
of nssessment, and such claim for compemsa-
tion shall be brought as a claim against the
Crown in accordance with the law for the
time being relating to suits against the Crown.

Put and passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

INSECT PESTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, on the motion of
the Hox. R. S. Haynes, and transmitted
to the Legislytive Assembly.

STREETS CLOSURE (FREMANTLE)} BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of
the Hox. A. B. Kipsox, and passed.

GOLDFIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell): In moving the second read-
ing of this Bill, T wish briefly to refer to
what iz already well known to hon. mem-
bers. A new Mining Bill was introduced
into the Legislative Assembly, and dis-
cussed at considerable length; and the
Committee on the Bill arrived at a certain
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stage, when the Bill was referred to a
Select Committee, who brought up a re-
port that, taking inte consideration the
many contentious clauses contained
in the measure, there was little
probability of the Bill being passed
during the present session. In con-
sequence of that report, - the Bill
was withdrawn. This small amending
measure was then introduced, and now it
has come to this House from the other
branch of the Legislature. I believe the
most important alteration in the present
Goldfields Aet is that which refers to the
celebrated section 36, which has been the
subject of preat contention, and upon
which much argument has been used on
both sides, by leaseholders and alluvial
miners. I propese to refer only to the
different amendments made in the sec-
tions of the Goldfields Act of 1895, as 1
go along. So far as I have been able to
gather from the little acquaintance I have
with mining matters, the new Bill does
certainly impreve many sections of the
existing Act. It provides some new
clauses which are useful and necessary I
think, and defines very clearly the sub-
jects embraced in the 36th section to
which I have referred. Clause 2 of the
Bill gives a new definition of alluvial.
The old definition says, “Any loose soil,
earth, or other substance containing or
supposed to contain gold, not being a
seam, lode, or quarts vein.” The new de-
finition is, “Alluyial, any earth contain-
ing or supposed to contain gold, not being
a lode, dike, reef, or vein.” The defini-
tion of earth is amended by taking out
all the words after “any” and inserting
“clay, sand, soil, or other material of an
alluvial character or origin.” In deal-
ing with the definition of “business.” the
effect of the amendment contained in
clause 2 is to prevent amv Asiatic or
African alien from hawking on the gold-
fields. This, 1 believe, has been almost
universally aeked for, especially by the
workers on the goldfielda of the colony.
Clause 3 amends section 13 of the prinei-
nal Act by adding at the end of the sec-
tion the words “or a business license as
the cnse may be.” These are necessary
words, as clause 3 applies to land held
under husiness license as well as that
held under a miner’s right. Clause 4
amends sectinn 14 of the principal Act.
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The object is to make section 14 clear,
and to prevent Asiatic aliens working as
miners. The clause also provides that
the labour of an aborigine shall not count
in fulfilling the labour conditions. That
is the proviso at the end of the clause,
and reads, “provided also that the lnbour
of any aboriginal native of Australia
gshall not be counted bona fide work for
the purpose of fulfilling the labour con-
ditions upon any claim, lease, or author-
ised holding.” This alsoisin the interest
of European or white workers. The
amendment to section 17 is to make the
section ¢lenr and to correct a typograph-
ical error in the section. Clauss 7 pro-
vides for exemption from labour condi-
tions, described in the principal Act ae
exemption from work, which is not very
clear. This clause, I helieve, was in-

-troduced by the member for Albany (Mr.

Leake). To this clause a small amend-
ment will be moved in Commitfee to
strike out the words “in the opinion of
the warden.” The reason for siriking out
these words ie that they are superfluous
in regard to section 25 of the Act, and
thevy would he misleadine in rerard to
the 46th section, which provides for the
Minister dealinz with leases, and the
warden only dealing with other mat-
tera. The first, second, third, and
fourth sub-gsections of section 25 are
struck out from the principal Aet, and
new provisions inserted. Hon. members
will see that there is a considerable dif-
ference between the grounds for allow-
ing exemption in this Bill and those
which prevail under the present Act.
The first reason is “want of ecapital after
a fair sum shall have been expended.”
That is how it will apnear after the clause
ia amended. The next reason (b} is a
new sub-clause, which states “that time
is required for the erection of machinery.”
The next ground is partly new and partly
old—"the influx or scarcity of water.” It
was provided under the old Act for scar-
city of water only. Another ground
(d) is new—"scarcity of labour;” () is
new—""collapse of the working shaft;”
{f) is the same ay now obtains in the
present Act—"that the mine iz for some
ather cause unworkable ;" (g)—"that the
owner or owners require to be absent, for
some csufficient reason, from the locality,

, 0r is or are unahle, by reason of sickness
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or other sufficient cause, to work the
mine,” is the old section somewhat al-
tered. Sub-clause (k) is new—"that the
title to the mine is in dispute, or that the
owners of two or more adjacent claims de-
sire to concentrate the labour compulsory
on such claims on one of such ¢laims, and
to obtain suspension of labour for the
other claims.” Hon. members will see
that this is distinctly in the interests of
the leaseholder. Clause 8 deals with the
subject dealt with in part 3 of the princi-
pal Aet—gold-mining leases and exemp-
tion of land from lease; also as to an
alteration in the wording of the sub-sec-
tion. Clause 9 is new and provides that
a warden may obtain a report on an ap-
plication for a lease being made, Clause
10 repeals section 36 of the principal Act
over which so much contention has taken
place, and it provides as follows:

Section thirty-six of the principal Act is re-
pealed, and such repeal shall take effect as
from the twenty-third day of September, one
thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, and
in liesu thereof the following section is in-
serted : —36. An application for a lease shall
entitle the applicant to mark out and take
possession of the land applied for, and to hold
the sane, excepl a= againgt any holder of a
miner's right desirous of entering upon any
partion of the said land, penaing the granting
of the lease, for the purpose of searching for
and obtaining alluvial, subjeet to and in a
munner to be prescribed by the regulations.”
It is proposéd to strike out one sub-clause
with n view of inserting the following
werds which will make it very distinet and
clear, “Provided that the applicant may
mark any portion not exceeding one-third
of the area of the land applied for, and
shall have exclusive use of such portions
for buildings, shafts and works until the
lease is granted or refused.” [ helieve
that a similar clause to this was proposed
in the Legislative Assembly by Mr.
Vosper, but it was found it would
not accomplish the object he had in view,
inagmuch as it prevented the leaseholder
from having any more land than that on
which his shaft and buildings stood. This
new sub-clause proposes to give one-third
of the land embraced in the amount op-
plied for. There is another sub-clause pro-
viding for a reward being given sh2p n
lense is refused: “Providing also that the
applicant for a lease may, in the event of
the refusal of his application, subject to
the regulations, obtain an slluvial reward
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claim for any new discovery of alluwinl
made by him within the boundaries of the
land applied for.” [t seems that this is
only a right and just thing todo. A map
who has spent his money and discovered
zold should have a pre-emptive right—if
I may use the word—to a reward claim,
on the land where he has made his dis-
covery. Clause 11 is new ard speaks for
itrelf ; which I may also say of clause 12.
The latter pottion of this clause says:
“(3; This section shall not extend (&) To
labour conditions; or (B} To any provi-
sion, regulation, covenant, or condition
relating to the entry upon and inspection
of the mine, or the working thereof, on
behalf of the Crown.” After notice has
been given to the anplicant he has the
right to apply to the warden for relief to
Le afforded to him, and his case shall be
heard and judged on its merits. No man
can @0 behind his back and obtain the for
feiture of his lease. nor can anyone until
he has riven notice to the parties in
terested.  Clause 13 provides for the
amalgamation of four leases, making the
totad minonat of land held 96 acres. A fee
of twenty shillines for ench lease amalen
mated has te be paid, and the labour to be
employed in or in connection with sueh
amalgninated leases shall be the same
labour conditions asin each separnte lease.
It will be seen that the labour conditions
must be fulfilled, and no undue privilege
is accorded to the leaseholder, Clause 14
contains a proviso that in the case of the
first breach of the labour conditions—this
i8 a useful provision and seems to be very
righteous—the Governor may impose n
fine instead of at once forfeiting the lease.
Clause 15 is new, and is inserted in case
a church has beem erected upon land
which has been leased. Clause 16 pro-
vides that the lessee need not hold a
nirer’s right, and clause 17 dealswith ap-
lications for land not within a goldfield.
Clauge 18 amends section 48 of the princi-
pal Act, the amendment striking out the
words “conclusive evidence” and inserting
in lieu thereof “primd facie evidence.”
That is done for the purpoee of providing
that the accident of a printer’s error in
the publication of a notice, shall not cause
any lease to be forfeited, or involve the
necessity of obtaining an. Act of Parlia-
ment to put matters right or to protect
th: Government from damages. Clause
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19 deals with notices such as are required
under sections 43 and 48 of the principal
Aci, and clause 20 provides for a register
of buyers and dealers in gold, and records
of sales and purchages. This is a clause
which was recommended by the Mining
Commission, adapted by the Government,
and approved by the Legislative Assem-
bly. Sections 85 and 89 of the principal
Act are repealed, and clause 22 provides
that mining appeals shall be made
to the BSupreme Court in  banco,
and not to the warden’s court; which
provision will, I take it, commend itself
to hon. members. There is great
necessity for amendment of the Goldfields
Act, and it is expected and hoped the
alterations and imnrovements which have
been made—especially in section 36, in
which the dual title ig involved—will have
the effect of considerably assisting the
gold-mining industry in this colony. I
move the second reading of this Bill.
Hox. A. P. MATHESON : I do not pro-
pose to detain the House at any
length upon the Bill at this stage. The
gist of the most important part of the
Bill i3 contained in clauses 9 and 10,
which most materially affect the present
position of affairs.  Clause 9 practically
provides—it does not do so very effectu-
ally, and it might be improved—that no
lense shall be pranted until it has abso-
lutely been ascertsined that the ground,
subject to the application for the lease,
does not contain alluvial, If the warden
has any evidence before him that the
ground contains alluvial, he postponee
the hearing of the application, and if,
during six months, alluvial is proved to
exist on the ground, he refuces a lease.
Tn that way any question as to a dual
title ia nvoided, rather, I think, to the
disadvantage of the applicant for a lease,
who during that period gets no title at
all, with the risk that in the end his ap-
plication may be refused. If alluvial be
discovered by the applicant for a lease,
he iz allowed to have a reward
claim, so that all his work is not lost:
but, if alluvial happens to be discovered
in the neighbourhood—not on the area
in respect of which he has applied—he
gets no privilege whatever, but entirely
losea the work which he has put into the
application area. Under all the cir-
cumstances, I do not think the alluvial
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workers have the least reason to com-
plain of the tendency of this Bill So
far as the other gide of the question is
concerned, a small compensation is pro-
vided for the leaseholder as soon as he
has obtained his lease after this perioa
of probation. The warden presumably
has to satisfy himself that no alluvial
exists on the lease, or that all the allu-
vial has been exhausted, and it is then
competent for the warden to grant a
leage. Once a lease iz granted, the
leaseholder is sole owner of the area, and
that area cannot be entered on by any
holder of a miner’s right for the purpose
of searching for alluvial. It is perfectly
clear that if this Bill be put into proper
execution, there will be no temptation
whatever for the alluvial miner to enter
on a leass; because, during the proba-
tion peried, it will bave been conclusively
proved that no alluvial is there, or, if the
reverse holds good, that the alluvial has
been exhausted. As I said before, I
think that clauze 9 might be consider-
ably improved if the term of probation
of six months were made absoluie. Ac-
cording to this clause, it is optional for
the warden, if he has any reason to sup-
pose there is alluvial .

Tre CoLoxial SgcrErary: The pro-
vision is that the period must not exceed
six months. .

How. A. P. MATHESON ;" Exactly; I
say the period is optional, and I should
be inclined to make it absolute.  But,
seeing the Bill has been before ancther
piace, and dealt with by men who are
very much more interested in mining
than I am, I do net propose to move any
amendment in that direction. The only
other radical alteration in the Bill is the
provision for the registration of gold
buyers, and this is most desirable in
order to prevent theft. At present, it
is absolutely impossible to check theft
of gold, and amalgam is very easy to sell.
Anybody can buy it, and anybody does
huy it, and it ia impossible to trace who
buys it, or from whom it is bought.
Under this Bill, as soon as a registry is
established, the police will be able to
come to the gold buyers and quickly as-
certaln who vendors are.  If the vendor
he known to be an amalgamator, and the
mine at which he iz employed is losing
gold, the evidence will be strongly pre-
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sumptive that the pold has not bheen pro-
perly come by. Under the circun:-
stances, this provision is most desirable.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Houss adjourned at 6.20 p.m. until
the next Tuesday.

e —— -

Yegisiative Qssembly,
Thursdey, 13tk Qrtaber, 1898.

Paper presented—Message: Loan Estimates,
Appropriation—Joint Committee, Uicial
Receiver: HReport presented—Coolgardie
Mining Exhibition Bill, first reading—
Roads and Streets Closure (No, 2) fli,
frrat reading—DBankruptcy Act Amendmant
Rill, third reading—Mining on Private
Property Act Amendment Bill, second
reading—Metropolitan "Waterworks Bill,
in Committee, reported—Health Bill
Legislative Council's Amendments—An-
nmﬁ Estimates, in Committes of Supply

(resumed). Miscellaneous Services {Division)

to Admiralty Surveys, inclusive—Insect

Pests Act Amendment Bitl, firet reading—

Workmen's Wages Bill, Legislative Coun-

cil’s Amendments—Wines, Beer, and Spirit

Sale Amendment Bill, Legislative Council's

Amendment, further considered — Zoo-

logical Gardens Bill, second reading—In-

terpretation Bill, Legislative Council’s

Amendments, further considered—Adjourn-

ment.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

PAPER TRESENTED.
By the Premier : By-laws of Clavemont
municipality.
Ordered to lie on the table,
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MESSAGE: LOAN ESTIMATES, APPRO-
PRIATION.
Message from the Governor receiveu
and rend, recommending appropriation
for the Loan Estimates of the vear.

JOINT COMMUITEE :
CEIVER.

REFORT,

Mr. Kevny brought up the report
of the Joint Select Committee which had
been appointed to inquire into the ad-
ruinistration of the Bankruptey Depart-
ment by the Officia!l Receiver.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

OFFICIAlL RE-

COOLGARDIE MINING EXHIBITION
BILL.

Introduced by the Premier, and rend
n first time,

BOADS AND STREETS CLOSURE (No. 2)
BILL.

Introduced by the CoaMissioNeEr oF
Crowx LaxNps, and read a first time.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of

Mz, IuuixowortH, and refurned to tne

Legiclative Council, with amendments.

MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ACL
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy), in moving the second reading,
said: The provisions embodied in the
Bill are those set forth in that part of
the Mining Bill, lately withdrawn from
the Houge, relating to mining on private
property. The Bill has been before hon.
memhbers for some three months, and I
feel sure the House is entirely conversant
with all the provisions of it. It is neces-
sary that the Bill gshould pass through
Parliament during the present session,
as the Act now in force is found to he
unworkable. The Bill contains the latest
legislation of Victoria with regard to min-
ing on private property, passed jn 1897.
It provides the methods of mining on
private property, and I think the owner
of private property is protected in every
possible way under the Bill, while every
provision is made to enable anyone wish-



